
Signal Hill Elementary - PAC Meeting Agenda
Tuesday May 31, 2016

Signal Hill Elementary School Library
7:15-9:15 pm

Time Agenda Item

7:15pm Call to Order: 7:24pm

7:20pm Approval of Agenda
Recommendation: THAT the Agenda be approved as presented
1st: Jen Glavas, 2nd L. Martinello, V.Powell

7:25pm Approval of Minutes
Recommendation: THAT the Minutes from the meeting held on April 
26th, 2016 be approved as presented
1st: J.Glavas, 2nd: D.Oberg

7:30 pm Reports 

a) Principles Report - Sharon (see attached)
Survey done of students from grades 4-7 to measure their satisfaction 
with and engagement with their school experience.  Areas identified to 
focus on based on results are, levels of bullying, desire to achieve, and 
feeling of belonging.

b) DPAC Report - Lara:  nothing to report as no DPAC rep available 
to go to last meeting, and minutes not yet posted.
c) Trustee's Report - Patricia: next Board meeting is June 8th
d) Treasurer's Report - Kerry (see attached)
e) Fundraiser's Report - Sandra (5 min)

FDD - Dance is in progress.  Calling out for volunteers to help set up, 
serve, and tear down.  Sandra is creating schedules of what is needed to 
help with volunteer sign up.  Father tickets are sold out, but there are still 
many daughter tickets available.

7:55 pm New Business 

a) School Learning Plan Presentation - Erica 
Two pronged meeting -first part was a presentations from different classrooms demonstrating 
what the classes have been learning in school. There was then and overview of the SFA's for 
this school. Went over School Climate Survey as well.  There is a lot of support for those 
children who need extra support.  Question was raised if those children who exceed 
expectations will get the support they need.  It was argued that the new curriculum, having multi 
aged groupings and project based learning will be beneficial for meeting the needs of those 
students.



b) School Superintendent visit - Lisa McCollough will be at SHE on Tuesday June 14, 2016 at 
6:00pm.  Call for questions from parents to provide to Lisa prior to this presentation regarding 
new curriculum. Please submit questions by Tuesday June 7th to the PAC at 
info@signalhillPAC.com.

8:10 pm Old Business & Updates (15 min)

a) Bike Rack Update - Donn - Budget was $600, in addition to a contribution of $300 from 
French School.  We had budget for one bike rack for 8 bikes.  There was a budget of $3000 for 
teacher appreciation which was not used, as the PAC has done pot luck lunches.  There is a 
proposal to use those funds for three (3) additional bike racks for a total of four (4) new bike 
racks.  
Recommendation: THAT the $3000 Teacher Appreciation funds be used to purchase bike 
racks for the school.  
APPROVED  1st D. Oberg.  2nd K. Teitzel (approved)

b) Mascot/Spirit Wear Update: Logo wear was previously launched, but feedback was 
provided that it was not in line with other plans that were in place by teaching staff.  Logo Wear 
program was halted until consensus could be reached.  Decision has been made to proceed 
with the additional Logo Wear options in addition to the original school Logo.

c) Music Program Update for 2016/17 School Year - Sharon is currently interviewing to fill the 
position for a Fine Arts Teacher.  Continuation of the school choir will depend on the teacher that 
is hired for the role.  A parent could take on the choir if desired, upon the completion of a 
criminal background check.

d) Art Start - Claire -Both Art Starts programs from this school year are completed, and had 
very positive feedback from students and staff.  A Grant application is in progress for the 
2016/17 year which will involve the whole school.  It will be the creation of "A song for Signal 
Hill" with musician Norman Foote.  As per email from Claire Fuller: The application has been 
submitted last week. We will hear back from Art Starts within 3 months (subject to submitting 
final reports on the current 2 projects by June 16th)
Grades K to 7
Funding requested $6,658.40
PAC contribution if successful $2,853.60
Total project value $9,512.00
Project delivery mid Jan to end Feb 2017

e) Parking lot for BMX races - D.Oberg: It was suggested that as a fundraiser, we charge for 
the use of the SHE parking lot during upcoming BMX races.  There was concern about charging 
for parking and setting that precedent, so it was decided that we will offer parking by donation in 
the SHE parking lot.  

8:25 pm Question Period

French Immersion:   Questions have been raised about possible changes to French Immersion 
in regards to reduced days, half days, or full illumination of the program.  As per Sharon Broach, 
the late start FI program at SHE will continue for grades 5, 6, & 7 as long as enrolment exists 



and that board support exists. Currently, both of these criteria have been met, so the FI program 
will continue. In addition, the teachers have already been hired, they have the full complement 
of teachers, and it is the same group of teachers that the FI students had this year, so there will 
be consistency for students. There was further concern expressed by parents present that the 
amount of French content could be decreased.  Currently, Grade 5 FI students have 100% 
French speaking in class, where grades 6 & 7 have no more than 20% English curriculum, as 
per the French Immersion guidelines.  There is the possibility that the Grade 5 classes may be 
included in mixed curriculum, such as Wonder Wednesday's for example, which would introduce 
a small amount of English speaking to their school week.  The loss of the French class time 
would be weighed against the benefits to the students in participating in these mixed stream 
activities. Ms.Broach emphasized that any changes to the French Immersion program would be 
made to improve the program itself, or to improve the engagement and learning opportunities of 
the students.  Parents with questions regarding the French Immersion program can contact Ms. 
Broach or Ms. Hanbury for further information.

Parking lots: Question raised about parking for pick up and drop off.  The school ministry will 
only cover parking spots based on the population of the school.  The land where parents were 
parking was never school property so was bonus parking.  PAC will contact Ian *** to discuss 
possibly moving the rocks in the front over and putting in a gravel parking lot for more spaces.

Suggestion was raised to frame and present the picture of the children who benefited 
from the Movie Night of Zootopia holding the "Thank you Signal Hill Sign" to show how 
they can affect change and have a positive impact on the world.

Parent Volunteers: It was suggested by a parent that it might be beneficial to have parent 
volunteers for supervising the elementary playground during lunchtime as there are so 
many children.  There was also a call for parent volunteers for sport teams and clubs.  As 
per Claire Hanbury: "if any parents are interested in volunteering for supervision at lunch 
the time is 12:35 - 1:20 and a criminal record check is required.  Also, if any parents are 
interested in volunteering to run any clubs/sports or programs at lunch or after school, 
they are always welcome.  The school does own 28 guitars if anyone is interested in 
starting a guitar club."

9:35 pm Adjournment

**Final PAC Meeting (AGM) June 21, 2016 @ 7:15pm**


